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A MESSAGE FROM
ALICIA DICKS
Greetings from The Community Foundation!
I’m pleased to share with you the first issue of our new
newsletter, Endless Possibilities. Mindful of the need to share
The Community Foundation story with donors, partners and
friends, we continue to enhance a communication strategy that
embraces effective use of social media—as well as traditional
tools such as this newsletter.
As you can see, the format has moved to a more “magazine-style”
display of meaningful stories about the impact The Community
Foundation has in our community. From traditional grantmaking
to innovative and collaborative investments, the support of our
donors and partners continues to change lives and our community
in endless ways.
I hope you enjoy reading about our shared accomplishments,
and I thank you for helping make these possibilities a
reality. We invite you to learn more about The Community
Foundation’s commitment to Herkimer and Oneida counties
online at foundationhoc.org.
Sincerely,

Alicia Dicks
President/CEO

AMPING UP
FOR ANOTHER

SUMMER
OF CONCERTS
IN THE PARK

It’s a warm summer night; the sun is setting in a golden glow
over the City of Utica. Drivers cruise up and down Genesee
Street with car windows rolled down. Neighbors, friends and
families gather, stopping to visit Oneida Square’s restaurants
and shops. Strolling past a vibrant sidewalk art show, many
carry lawn chairs as they make their way to a small park
across the street.
Suddenly, live music fills the streets and green spaces. Local and
nationally recognized artists bring the crowd to its feet, with
music ranging from jazz to rock, from folk to funk. There’s a
new rhythm here. In a place once passed by unnoticed, an
undeniable community resurgence is happening. It’s a Monday
night, of course, and the Levitt AMP Utica Music Series at
Kopernik Park is the place to be.
Committed to creative placemaking projects, the Mortimer &
Mimi Levitt Foundation works to strengthen the social fabric
of America through the power of free, live music. This national,
private foundation created the Levitt AMP [Your City] Grant
Awards to transform communities with three goals: Amplify
community pride and the city’s unique character; enrich lives
through the power of free, live Music; and illustrate the importance
of vibrant public Places.

The Levitt AMP [Your City] Grant Awards are designed for
small and mid-sized cities to share in the popularity of the
Levitt Pavilion Amphitheaters, permanent outdoor music
venues built in larger population centers. Currently in its third
year, the grant program aims to transform underutilized public
space by bringing residents and visitors of all ages and backgrounds
together to experience an eclectic mix of musical entertainment
in a central and welcoming destination.
In 2015, Utica was one of 40 applicant cities in 22 states vying
for $25,000 Levitt AMP [Your City] matching grants from the
Levitt Foundation. To advance to the top 25, Utica needed the
community to cast online votes in support of the city’s bid
for a summer concert series—and they did, by the thousands!
From the pool of 25 semi-finalists, the Levitt Foundation selected
15 cities to receive grants.
The Levitt AMP Utica Music Series evolved from a collaboration
between the Rust to Green Urban Studio of Cornell Cooperative
Extension and Utica Monday Nite organizers. The Community
Foundation joined the partnership, matching Levitt’s $25,000
grant award to present 10 weeks of free concerts at Kopernik
Park, across the street from Munson-Williams-Proctor Arts Institute.

Open lawn seating in Kopernik Park, with a
professional stage and sound system set up
in the DeSales Center parking lot, created an
outstanding outdoor venue in a neighborhood
uniquely aligned with Levitt’s placemaking
mission. A colorful banner welcomed neighbors
and visitors in eight languages, inviting them
to attend the live performances. Kopernik
Park became a common ground for people
from every walk of life, connected through
the universal language of music.
“The Levitt program contributes to . . . ‘social
equity’ by fostering community and social
capital building, showcasing Utica’s arts and
cultural diversity, and being accessible and
free to people living in the surrounding
neighborhoods,” said Paula Horrigan, Rust
to Green program organizer and Cornell
University landscape architecture professor.
“The [concer ts], and the nationwide
recognition of the Levitt grant, are certain
to provide visibility for Utica and promote
arts and culture’s role in furthering urban
livability, investment and development.”
Last summer’s 10 performances brought
thousands of people to the area, increasing

business in surrounding neighborhoods and
instilling a new sense of vibrancy in an
underutilized city park.
The Levitt AMP Utica Music Series served as
a catalyst for change in the neighborhoods
surrounding Kopernik Park. As people began
to walk to shows, they frequented nearby
restaurants and vendors, bringing new
customers to the area’s many immigrantand refugee-owned businesses. Concert
goers also found creative ways to utilize the
city’s open green space, adding to the area’s
overall appeal. In addition to neighborhood
use, many out-of-towners became familiar
with the Oneida Square Arts District and
Kopernik Park by attending the concerts.
The stage is set for another summer of free
concerts in 2017, bringing people of all ages,
backgrounds and cultures together to enjoy
live music and dancing.

ar ts and culture, and celebrate the
region’s revitalization.
This year, Munson-Williams-Proctor Arts
Institute joined the Levitt AMP Utica
partnership, with the first concert coinciding
with the conclusion of its annual arts festival.
Concerts will be held on Monday evenings
for 10 consecutive weeks, featuring a new
line-up of artists and performers from around
country. The family-friendly evenings are free
and open to the public, with dancing and
activities for all to enjoy.
Grab your lawn chairs, get AMPed, and
come on down for the summer 2017
Levitt AMP Utica Music Series concerts
in Kopernik Park. It’s Monday night, we’ll
see you there!

Utica is the Levitt Foundation’s only grant
recipient in New York State this year, and
one of a handful of cities nationwide to
secure back-to-back awards, a testament to
the community’s enthusiasm to embrace

Did you know?
Kopernik Park honors the father of
modern astronomy, Mikolaj Kopernik.
Commonly known by his Latin name,
Nicolaus Copernicus, the 16th-century
Polish astronomer introduced the idea
that our solar system’s planets revolve
around the sun, rejecting the then-accepted theory that the Earth was the center

of the universe. A statue of Kopernik,
perhaps the greatest celestial ‘placemaker’
of all time, was erected in 1973, the 500th
anniversary of his birth. A city landmark
and meeting place for decades, Kopernik
Park provides an energized space where
people can share ideas, music and events.

INNOVATIVE
PARTNERSHIPS
& INVESTMENTS
CABVI $100,000
A partnership for the acquisition of property on
Elizabeth Street, near the Central Association
for the Blind and Visually Impaired headquarters
in Downtown Utica, to expand employment
opportunities and rehabilitation services for the
visually impaired.

CITY OF LITTLE
FALLS $24,300
Funding to rehabilitate and improve pavilions and
paths in Moreland Park, which offers picturesque
views of Little Falls.

COMPASSION
COALITION
$100,000
An investment in the expansion of Your Bargain
Grocer, an affordable neighborhood grocery store
serving Downtown and West Utica, helping to
meet the increased demands of its diverse
customer base.

CORNELL
COOPERATIVE
EXTENSION
$25,000
Support for Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Farm
to School project at Waterville Central School,
which promotes increased use of locally grown
products through cafeteria-based initiatives and
classroom and community-based activities.

The Community Foundation is
making an impact in all corners of
our community through unique
and innovative partnerships.

FAXTON
ST. LUKE’S
HEALTHCARE
$145,000
A partnership of The Community Foundation and
the Mele Family Fund, Bull Family Fund and Gabriel,
Joseph & Lila Mandour Karam Fund to acquire a
bi-plane angiography unit, advanced technology
that enhances local healthcare providers’ ability
to care for stroke patients.

KOMMUNITY
YOUTH &
ACTIVITY
CENTER (KYAC)
$1,500
Support from the Adirondack League Club
Community Fund to provide equipment and
recreational supplies to an Old Forge youth
center that provides a safe and stimulating
environment for teenagers.

MT. MARKHAM
CENTRAL 		
SCHOOL
$4,000
A partnership between the Mele Family Fund
and Duffy Books in Homes USA program, which
provides elementary school children with free
books to create home libraries, helping students
cultivate a love of reading and a literacy-rich
home environment.

POSITIVELY 		
ROME $20,000
An investment to launch Zagster, a public bike
share program, providing residents and visitors
access to bikes along Rome’s trails, business
districts and waterfront.

SCULPTURE 		
SPACE $10,000
Support from the Mele Family Fund honoring
Sculpture Space’s 40th anniversary with a “Tree
of 40 Fruit,” a living art project that produces
40+ types of fruit from a single hybridized tree.

UTICA ROAD
RUNNERS $2,900
Support for the installation of 13 fitness stations
along the South Woods Switchbacks, a multi-use
trail in Utica’s Roscoe Conkling Park. The 2.2-mile
trail is home to several running events, and the
stations are expected to increase the use of the
trail and promote health and fitness.

Guided

BY

GIVING BACK
Sometimes the most meaningful way
to give is by extending a helping hand.
In 2016, The Community Foundation
expanded its commitment to serve the
community by initiating staff and Trustee
volunteer opportunities. Engaging directly
with the community gives us greater
insight into the lives of our neighbors,
guiding and informing more meaningful
investment decisions. Connecting with
partner organizations also sheds light
on the positive impact these nonprofits
have on those they serve.
Whether it’s reading to children at
The Neighborhood Center’s day care
program, serving hot meals at Hope
House or making Thanksgiving baskets
for families at the Central New York
Veterans Outreach Center, our engagement
makes us more aware of the community’s
challenges—and our partners’ work to
address them.

BUILDING
COMMUNITY
COLLABORATION
Building the vision for The Community
Foundation’s home at 2608 Genesee
Street required a great deal of dedicated
planning and generous support. It was
an opportunity to create a welcoming
space for local nonprofits, one that could
also tangibly represent The Community
Foundation’s commitment to work
collectively to advance community solutions.
Local efforts helped transform the former
church, more recently occupied by the
Visiting Nurse Association, into open office
suites and meeting rooms that reflect the
building’s history and evolution.The original
vaulted ceilings and wooden beams are
complemented by 21st-century architectural
features.The building’s design and aesthetics
symbolize The Community Foundation’s
transition from reactive grantmaker to
transformational change agent, as the

organization inter twines our rich
philanthropic history with new
investment strategies.
To inspire and nurture innovation,
ideation and partnership creation, The
Community Foundation offers its conference
rooms to nonprofit organizations without
charge. Eighteen agencies and groups
used The Community Foundation’s
facilities in 2016, holding more than 200
meetings. The generous support of The
Community Foundation’s Corporate
Partners also allows for onsite nonprofit
training to take place each year, sharing
information with hundreds of attendees
on topics ranging from nonprofit leadership
and governance to operational excellence.
In summer 2016, The Community
Foundation welcomed new tenants. The

Kelberman Center and Compassion
Coalition now occupy the building’s
lower level, helping expand the vision
of advancing nonprofit work through
enhanced use of The Foundation’s
new home.
These accomplishments demonstrate
what’s possible when philanthropy,
partnership and passion unite.

RESERVING
MEETING
SPACE
Nonprofit organizations
in Herkimer and Oneida
counties are welcome to
reserve The Community
Foundation’s conference
rooms at no cost for
meetings and events.
Three conference rooms,
offering audio-visual and
conference-calling capabilities,
are available on weekdays
during normal business hours.
For more information and to
submit a reservation request,
visit foundationhoc.org.

MARY
LYONS
BRADLEY
in her own words

At The Community Foundation,
we’re big fans of MLB.
Major League Baseball? No, “MLB” is the staff ’s affectionate
nickname for Mary Lyons Bradley. Beyond her winning stats as a
dedicated board member and generous community leader, Mary
Lyons is, above all, a friend to everyone she meets. She brightens
the lives of those around her in countless ways, often with a kind
word, a handwritten note or a warm embrace. Mary Lyons shows
us the tremendous impact of thoughtful community engagement—
it’s major. We think she’s in a league all her own.
As her service on the Board of Trustees came to a close in 2017,
MLB shared some thoughts about her decade of service to the
organization, and much more!
One of three daughters born to Mary and Salvatore “Doc” Durant,
Mary Lyons was named after an Irish great-grandmother and grew
up in Frankfort. “I think in many ways [that] made me the person I
am today. It was small, everyone knew me and I knew everybody. . .
the butcher, the baker, the candlestick maker. Everyone paid
attention to you and looked after you.”

At a young age, she first learned about helping others, inspired by
a caring mother and pharmacist father.
“My parents were very philanthropic. Living in a small town, there
were people less well-off but not many organizations that could
tend to their needs. I think that is one of the reasons that [my
husband and I] tend to think about other people and to support
organizations.”
True to her parents’ example, Mary Lyons and her husband,
Dr. Edward Bradley, have a long history of community involvement
with Hamilton College, Resource Center for Independent Living
and St. Elizabeth College of Nursing, among others.
Near and dear to MLB’s heart is the preservation of historic
landmarks. As a long-time member of the Landmarks Society of
Greater Utica, she has been involved in efforts to protect and restore
the remaining mansions in the city’s Rutger-Steuben Historic District.
Sadly, her favorite landmark was a house that no longer exists—
Number 2 Rutger Park—which fell into disrepair and was torn down.
Her wish is for the original footprint of the house to someday be
outlined with field stones and a plaque, ensuring that its memory
lives on.

“ Because of the size of our
community, people have the
opportunity to get to know
one another, to find out
that each one of us is a
special treasure.”
As much as Mary Lyons gives to the community, she is quick to share
how much she has received in return, especially from visiting many of
The Community Foundation’s nonprofit partners over the years.
“Site visits have exposed me to this wonderful community to a
greater extent than I would have known. One of the first visits I
did was at Hope House, and I left that day thinking if you don’t
give back you have no idea what your community is all about.”
“Only when you can touch it, see it, feel it, can you have a clear
sense of what the community needs by virtue of this firsthand
experience. Because of the size of our community, people have
the opportunity to get to know one another, to find out that each
one of us is a special treasure. That’s how relationships develop
and ultimately relationships count. If you find you have things in

common, you can work together, you start to think about and
care for each other, and you’re inclined to be more generous
with one another.”
“So every little bit, all the bits and pieces of this community, are
like a mosaic. We can start to see the different capacities people
have to make each other’s lives better. We’re fortunate to live in
a place like that. It’s remarkable.”
When the occasion arose for The Community Foundation to identify
and lead a major initiative, Mary Lyons advocated addressing
childhood lead poisoning—a silent threat to children in the
community she cares for so deeply.
“I thought ‘how can this be in a city that’s trying to get better?’
It’s unthinkable for any person, especially a child, to live in
circumstances that are so dangerous that their life may be
ruined if something isn’t fixed.”
With elevated blood lead levels among the worst in upstate New
York and an abundance of aging housing stock at the root of the
issue, the work to be done is daunting.
“Lead has been a learning curve for The Foundation in the sense
we’ve never taken on a project of this size before. It’s a very
complicated and complex project, but one I think that we should
be proud of. Lead-Free MV is an example of what can be done when
you have the necessary resources, provide direction and congregate
people; this is the collective impact we talk about all of the time.”

continued...

“ So every little bit, all the bits and pieces
of this community, are like a mosaic.”
Reflecting on her years with The Community Foundation, MLB
says a brainstorming exercise once opened her eyes to the
organization’s potential. Asked to draw a picture of what The
Community Foundation was and what it could become, two
iconic individuals came to mind: Santa Claus and Bill Gates.
Both were generous; but, unlike Kris Kringle, the Microsoft
founder relied on strategy and data to determine where his
giving could have the greatest benefit.

“The shift to concrete facts, metrics, strategic planning—all of the
things we’ve been focusing on in recent years—clearly emanated
from that simple, simple discussion. It’s a matter of great pride for
Trustees to see what goes on at The Foundation. It’s become a
much more streamlined and efficient organization that’s able to
really invest in the community.”
And if Mary Lyons could do it all again, what would she change?
She would have become a nurse. Nurses are fabulous, she says.
And MLB, so are you!

RISING to the
CHALLENGE
When new federal policies for refugee resettlement were announced,
Community Foundation President/CEO Alicia Dicks immediately
called Shelly Callahan, Mohawk Valley Resource Center for Refugees
(MVRCR) executive director, to ask how The Community Foundation
could help its long-time partner meet the needs of the area’s
newest residents.
“We have a base of growth [in the Mohawk Valley] because
refugees are coming in and resettling in our area. They’re having
a positive impact on the community, contributing not just to
population growth, but to creative and cultural growth,” Dicks said.
“Our organizations are working together to build a collaborative
community with these new residents, and it’s really important
for us to keep that door open.”

“ This community demonstrates
that refugees bring incredible
assets; they are helping to
rebuild and revitalize our city.

”

The phone call led to a MVRCR grant request; to leverage community
support, The Foundation agreed to match contributions, up to
$20,000. Over the course of six weeks, individuals donated nearly
$16,000, and another $22,000 was gifted by corporate and foundation
partners. The Community Foundation’s $20,000 match brought
the total raised to more than $60,000, helping MVRCR to
continue providing fundamental resettlement services.
The community’s support for MVRCR’s challenge grant campaign
was extraordinary and inspiring, because people gave generously
and welcomed future refugees—their neighbors-to-be—in solidarity.
As the main service provider of its kind in Central New York for
more than 35 years, MVRCR has helped more than 16,000 refugees
from 36 countries start new lives; thanks to its many supporters,
the work will go on.
“This community demonstrates that refugees bring incredible assets;
they are helping to rebuild and revitalize our city,” said Callahan.
“It’s important for people to recognize that being a refugee is difficult.
It takes a lot of hard work to arrive here one day, learn the language,
acculturate, get a job, and reach a level of independence. Refugee
centers work to assist people, but it really is the refugees that pull
themselves up by their bootstraps—which I think is a very American
sort of sensibility—and start a new life.”

OUR
NEWEST
FUNDS

In 2016, The Community Foundation established 14
new funds that will benefit residents of Herkimer
and Oneida counties for years to come.

ALBERT H. SHAHEEN MEMORIAL FUND

RAYMOND L. AND LINDA G. ALLEN FUND

Created in honor of Dr. Albert H. and Gloria Shaheen, this donoradvised fund was established for charitable, philanthropic, welfare,
scientific and educational purposes.

A donor-advised fund established by Raymond and Linda Allen to
help students pursue educational goals in engineering and journalism
through charitable grantmaking.

ANNE LABASTILLE PACK BASKET FUND FOR WRITERS

THE ARTS GUILD OF OLD FORGE II FUND

This fund provides grants to the Adirondack Center for Writing
in support of the Anne LaBastille Memorial Writers Residency
and annual workshop for novice writers. LaBastille authored the
Woodswoman memoir series, chronicling her connection with the
wilderness and life in the Adirondacks.

An agency fund established to benefit View’s multi-arts center,
a source of inspiration and artistic expression for Old Forge
residents and visitors.

DR. JOHN P. SHEEHAN SCHOLARSHIP
TRUST FUND OF THE CITY OF UTICA, NY

This scholarship fund provides graduates of Utica public and parochial
schools with financial assistance to pursue college, mechanical or
vocational training.
HERO FUND AMERICA FUND

This field-of-interest fund awards grants for EMTs, firefighters
and other first responders to attend education, training and
certification programs.

THOMAS G. SCHAFER FUND

This fund will provide scholarships to Sauquoit Valley Central
School graduates who demonstrate interest in the community
and plan to pursue health-related studies at a college or other
post-secondary educational institution.
TICONDEROGA CENTRAL SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

This fund awards scholarships to Ticonderoga Central School
graduates who demonstrate excellence in physical science or
math, with plans to continue their studies in college and pursue
a career in medicine, engineering or a related profession.
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH FUND

JEF BILLINGS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Established in memory of renowned figure skating costume
designer Jef Billings, this fund awards scholarships to graduates
of New Hartford Senior High School interested in pursuing a
career in the arts.
JOHN PAUL NAGY MEMORIAL FUND

This agency fund awards yearly scholarships to Waterville Central
High School graduates planning to pursue careers in healthcare.

A charitable agency fund to benefit the Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Herkimer.
VIRGINIA A. BOWMAKER SCHOLARSHIP TRUST
FUND OF THE CITY OF UTICA, NY

This fund awards scholarships to qualified graduates of public
and parochial schools in Utica who demonstrate eagerness for
intellectual and cultural advancement.
WOLFE-SMITH FUND

PROJECT FIBONACCI STEAM CONFERENCE FUND

A fiscal sponsorship fund for donations designated to support
the Project Fibonacci STEAM Conference, a set of charitable
programs designed to motivate and enlighten the next wave
of young scholars and productive citizens.

A donor-advised fund established by Wesley Smith and Diane Wolfe
to provide grants in support of a range of causes, addressing human
needs from hunger to healthcare, education to the arts.

GIVING thanks
Terra Meenan, founder of In Bloom Yoga in New Hartford,
came up with a unique way of giving back to the community as a
first-time Foundation donor. On Thanksgiving Day 2016, Meenan
held a yoga practice at her studio called “Moving with Gratitude.”
Participants were encouraged to make a donation in support of
The Community Foundation’s work instead of the usual class
registration fee. Proceeds from the event were generously
donated by Meenan, on behalf of In Bloom Yoga, to The
Community Foundation.
A visit to The Community Foundation website convinced
Meenan that she had found the perfect recipient for her
event proceeds.

“

I saw that the organization
helps several different causes
in the area. I thought it would be
the perfect place to donate, and I felt
confident that The Community
Foundation would know where
the community is most in need
of suppor t to grow.

”

Developing

DOWNTOWN
Smith Market, the winner of last year’s
downtown entrepreneurship challenge,
is on track to open its doors in fall 2017.
The natural food store and local market
secured a location at 412 Main Street,
Utica, in the former D.B. Smith & Co.
building. Renovations are underway, with
plans to preserve many of the structural
elements that characterize the building’s
industrial feel.

president/CEO of The Community
Foundation. “The challenge program
was a new and creative way for The
Community Foundation to promote
economic development in our region,
and it brought together dozens of local
entrepreneurs with big ideas for our
community. We’re confident that many
of the challenge participants will be a
part of Downtown Utica’s continuing
transformation, adding to the vibrancy
Co-owners Luciann Gould and Christopher and success of our urban core.”
Tillotson were inspired by the growing
demand for a natural food store and
Through the generosity of The Community
year-round local market in the downtown
Foundation’s Corporate Partners, and
community. Smith Market will offer a
in collaboration with Mohawk Valley
selection of organic and locally grown
Community College’s thINCubator, the
produce, flowers, chemical-free groceries,
challenge is taking place again this year.
natural body care and eco-friendly
Ninety entrepreneurs applied to participate
household products.
in the 2017 Downtown Startup Challenge.
A winner will be selected in October to
“Entrepreneurs like Luciann and Christopher receive up to $30,000 to open a new
are an inspiration because they’ve found a business in Downtown Utica or Downtown
way to integrate their personal passions Rome.Visit downtownstartup.com for
into their careers,” said Alicia Dicks,
updates and details.

2017
CORPORATE
PARTNERS
Thank you to our 2017
Corporate Partners for
their support of community
programs and events that
strengthen our region.
Adjusters International
Bank of America
Bank of Utica
Birnie Bus Service, Inc.
Carbone Auto Group
Casa Imports
Charles A. Gaetano Construction Corp.
Clifford Fuel Co., Inc.
Coughlin Giambrone, LLC
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield
Fastrac Markets
First Source Federal Credit Union
M. Griffith Investment Services, Inc.
Mohawk Valley EDGE
NBT Bank
“Save of the Day” Foundation
Strategic Financial Services, LLC
The Observer-Dispatch
Upstate Venture Connect
WIBX 950AM
WKTV NewsChannel 2

To learn more about becoming
a Corporate Partner, contact
Nick Grimmer, CFRE, director of
giving strategies, 315.731.3737,
ngrimmer@foundationhoc.org.

{ A LOOK BACK }

LEAD-FREE MV’S
FIRST YEAR
In April, the Lead-Free MV Coalition marked the one-year
anniversary of its inception with an event that highlighted
the past year’s accomplishments and opportunities ahead.
The Coalition was convened by The Community Foundation
as part of its $1 million, three-year commitment in January
2016 to address childhood lead poisoning. In recent years,
Oneida County has had one of the highest levels of childhood
lead poisoning in the state. And despite a state law requiring
early childhood testing for lead exposure, a third of pre-school
children in Herkimer and Oneida counties have not had the
required blood test.
Today, the Coalition has more than 100 members representing
nearly 50 organizations and agencies in Herkimer and Oneida
counties. Led by co-chairs Dr. Mark Warfel and David Manzelmann,
the Coalition is governed by a steering committee and topicspecific work groups.

HUD GRANT
PILOT PROJECT
& APPLICATION

“

The coalition model has proven to
be successful because it allows us to bring
together a wide variety of agencies and
efforts, helping to create more impactful
partnerships,” said Alicia Dicks, president/
CEO of The Community Foundation. “As
a collective, we’ve been able to leverage
the effectiveness of our partners’ current
strategies and identify opportunities that
will allow for even greater outcomes.
Lead-Free MV’s work has just begun.

”

The West Utica Healthy Housing Pilot Project was launched in
fall 2016 to address lead-related health hazards in a select number
of homes in West Utica, a neighborhood prone to higher levels
of childhood lead poisoning. The pilot project demonstrates the
effectiveness of multiple local agencies working together to streamline
remediation of home hazards, including lead paint, and it supports
the City of Utica’s efforts to obtain a Lead-Based Paint Hazard Control
Grant from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD). Partner agencies include the HomeOwnershipCenter, Mohawk
Valley Community Action Agency, the City of Utica, Rust to Green
Urban Studio, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County and
the Oneida County Health Department. The City’s goal is to obtain
HUD funding that would extend the West Utica project methods to
other neighborhoods. With additional support from The Community
Foundation, through Lead-Free MV, a comprehensive program would
identify and control lead-based paint hazards in eligible, privately
owned rental or owner-occupied housing.

POINT-OF-CARE
LEAD TESTING
GRANT

COLLABORATING
WITH FEDERAL,
STATE AGENCIES

Coalition partner Herkimer County HealthNet received a
two-year, $50,000 grant from Excellus BlueCross BlueShield
through its Community and Member Health Improvement
(CAMHI) grant program. The grant seeks to increase lead
screening in children by placing LeadCare II blood level testing
systems in clinics and physician offices in Herkimer and
Oneida counties. Point-of-care testing makes it easier for
parents to have their children’s blood lead level tested.

At the request of then Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Region 2 Administrator Judith Enck, the Lead-Free MV Coalition
Steering Committee coordinated a meeting in Utica with
representatives from the EPA, HUD and US Attorney’s Office.
Ten representatives from the state and federal agencies attended
the November 2016 meeting to discuss lead poisoning
prevention resources and strategies available to the Coalition.

SUPPORT FROM
LOCAL ELECTED
OFFICIALS

HOSTING
LEAD WARS
AUTHORS

Elected officials from Herkimer and Oneida counties marked National
Lead Poisoning Prevention Week in a ceremony at the Oneida
County Office Building in October 2016. NYS Senator Joseph
Griffo, Assemblyman Anthony Brindisi, Oneida County Executive
Anthony Picente, Utica Mayor Robert Palmieri, Rome Mayor
Jacqueline Izzo, Little Falls Mayor Mark Blask and Herkimer County
Legislator Vincent J. Bono were among those lending support to the
awareness effort spearheaded locally by the Lead-Free MV Coalition.

The Lead-Free MV Coalition hosted a public presentation
at Watson Williams Elementary School in Utica featuring
David Rosner, PhD, and Gerald Markowitz, PhD, authors
of Lead Wars: The Politics of Science and the Fate of America’s
Children. Rosner and Markowitz discussed the history of lead
poisoning in the US and participated in a panel discussion with
local lead experts.

60 SECONDS...AND NOTHING MORE
At a time when so much negativity and uncertainty exist in the
world, what if you could turn on your TV and be reminded in just
60 seconds of the good that exists in your community?
With a message based on kindness and the idea that “We Are How
We Treat Each Other,”The Community Foundation’s recent marketing
campaign has helped to instill a renewed sense of hope in those
who see it.
Our goal is simple. We want to build relationships based on the
shared belief that endless possibilities exist when people who
care connect with causes that matter.
Featuring imagery of the programs and organizations supported
through The Community Foundation’s charitable grantmaking, stories
of deserving recipients and community partners are highlighted to
illustrate the inspiration that drives our commitment. Particularly
resonant is the inclusion of music and lyrics to “Nothing More” by
The Alternate Routes, a song that speaks movingly of The Community
Foundation’s ideals.

“The community’s response to the commercial
is truly humbling,” said Alicia Dicks, president/
CEO of The Community Foundation. “From
the very first day it aired on TV, we’ve received
dozens of phone calls, emails, notes praising
its uplifting message. It’s amazing to see how
a simple, profound message can strengthen
and unify our community.”

“
“

This is what it means
to be an American.
PAT R I C I A D I N A R D O ( FAC E B O O K )

We couldn’t agree
more with the theme
of this campaign:
We Are How We
Treat Each Other...

”

T H E RO OT FA R M ( FAC E B O O K )

“

The [Community]
Foundation commercial
makes you smile as
well as shed a tear…
[it’s] really perfection.

”

RICHARD J. VENEZIO (EMAIL)

“
“

”

I absolutely love it.
Beautifully done.

”

C H E RY L PA RT Y K A L AVA L L E Y ( FAC EBOOK)

We need more
commercials like
[this] one.

”

VELDIN M. (TWITTER)

NEW
OPPORTUNITY
PROMOTES
INDEPENDENT
SENIOR LIVING
Both Herkimer and Oneida counties are experiencing the “graying”
phenomenon that has affected much of the country. According to
U.S. Census data from 2010, baby boomers represent nearly onethird of the population in each county. As the senior population
has grown over the past decade, the number of individuals age
39 or younger has declined.
The Community Foundation is seeking applications for a new
investment opportunity to support programs and projects that
promote independent senior living in Herkimer and Oneida counties.
Applicants must propose a new solution or an enhancement to an
existing program that advances seniors’ self-determination and relates
to a need identified in the “Community Assessment of Senior Needs
for Herkimer and Oneida Counties” study.

TYPES OF PROGRAMS/SERVICES
OF MOST IMPORTANCE TO
SENIOR INDEPENDENCE
1

MEDICAL
NEEDS

Nearly 250 seniors, service
providers and community

2

members in Herkimer and
Oneida counties participated
in focus groups and surveys
in 2015. Similar ideas and
recommendations were
grouped into six categories
and evaluated.

FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE
3

HELP AT
HOME
4

SERVICE
ACCESSIBILITY
5

SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES
6

COHESIVE COMMUNITY
ATMOSPHERE

The assessment was commissioned by The Community Foundation,
in partnership with the Health Foundation for Western and Central
New York, to better understand the unique needs of seniors in the
two-county area. Through the assessment, seniors identified medical
needs, financial assistance, help at home and service accessibility as
essential to independent living, but not fully addressed through
existing services. (See chart below.)
“The assessment reinforced what many in our community already
know—we have a significant number of well-established and
successful programs and services for seniors in our counties. Our
goal is to bring greater awareness to these existing services and
to identify opportunities for new or expanded services that would
address unmet needs,” said Jan Squadrito, senior community
investment manager at The Community Foundation.

PERCEIVED EFFECTIVENESS
OF CURRENT PROGRAMS/
SERVICES
1

SOCIAL/RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES
2

COHESIVE COMMUNITY
ATMOSPHERE
3

MEDICAL
NEEDS
4

HELP AT
HOME
5

FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE
6

SERVICE
ACCESSIBILITY

Download a copy of the community assessment at www.foundationhoc.org/seniorstudy.

INVEST IN YOUR Community
MAKE A GIFT THAT WILL FIT YOUR PHILANTHROPIC GOALS AND BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY FOR YEARS TO COME.

HOW TO GIVE
ONLINE

MAIL

PHONE

foundationhoc.org

2608 Genesee Street | Utica, NY 13502

315.735.8212

WAYS TO GIVE
MAKE A GIFT

CREATE A FUND

PLAN YOUR LEGACY

GENERATE AN INCOME

Cash
Real Estate
Stocks & Securities

Donor-Advised
Scholarship
Field-of-Interest

Bequests
Future Fund
Life Insurance

Retirement Plans
Charitable Gift Annuity
Charitable Remainder Trust

INTERESTED IN
LEARNING MORE?

Contact Nick Grimmer, CFRE, director of giving strategies,
315.731.3737, ngrimmer@foundationhoc.org.

Connect

WITH US!
Chips, one of our favorite, four-legged visitors, brings
instant joy to The Community Foundation office.
For more of the daily moments that bring us together
follow The Community Foundation on social media!
INSTAGRAM @foundationhoc
TWITTER @foundationhoc
FACEBOOK @facebook.com/foundationhoc

DANCING AT THE LEVITT
AMP UTICA MUSIC SERIES

KABOOM PLAYGROUND

LEVITT AMP UTICA MUSIC
SERIES ATTENDEES

MOTHER MARIANNE’S
WEST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN

READING AT THE NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER

LEAD-FREE MV COALITION MEETING

2608 GENESEE STREET
UTICA, NY 13502
foundationhoc.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WE ARE DEDIC ATED
TO CREATING STRONG
PA RT N E R S H I P S W I T H
THE GOAL OF MAKING
SOCIAL IMPACT IN
OUR COMMUNITY.

