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2007 is a landmark year for The Community 
Foundation. It marks our 55th anniversary 
in philanthropic partnership with both 
donors and nonprofit organizations 
spread over the length and breadth of 
Herkimer and Oneida counties.  

This anniversary year presents us with 
an opportunity to pause and reflect upon 
our past and also to plan for our future. 
Zachary Lazovik, our research intern, 
spent six months gathering informa-
tion from a myriad of sources about 
The Foundation’s history. Presently, his 
research is being expanded upon and a 
book telling the story of the Foundation’s 
first 55 years will be published in May.

In looking back, we know that in 
1952 a group of individuals made a 
commitment to create a charitable 
endowment for their community — our 
community. They had the foresight to 
know that present and future gifts are 
necessary ingredients to enable an en-
dowment to grow and flourish.  

While none of the original incorpora-
tors are alive today, new and equally 
committed individuals continue to 
emerge to fill their roles. Our huge net-
work of donors and grant recipients is 
the realization of the dream that a small 
founding group had for our community. 
We at The Community Foundation are 
community builders and our 55th an-
niversary message, “where a gift gives 
forever,” embodies the mission state-
ment of our foundation. 

We would like to hear from you 
during this celebratory year. Thank you 
all for your continued efforts, support 
and ambassadorship on behalf of this 
foundation.

Message from 
the President

New temporary tax benefits allow qualified 
seniors to experience the joy of giving 
more during their lifetimes.

Now through December 31, 2007, 
Americans over age 70 1⁄2 no longer pay 
federal income tax on individual retire-
ment account (IRA) funds given directly 
to charity up to $100,000 per person, 
per year. This lets older adults make 
their retirement funds go farther than 
ever before. Gifts can support an exist-
ing fund, with the exception of a donor-
advised fund, or establish a new fund in 
their name or that of a loved one.

The Community Foundation is pleased 
to be working in partnership with Excel-
lus BlueCross BlueShield and United Way 
of the Greater Utica Area in launching 
a new initiative to strengthen non-profit 
board performance. 

The timing of this joint initiative is ex-
cellent, for the need is now,” said Com-
munity Foundation president & CEO, 
Peggy O’Shea, “Our nonprofit providers, 
our partners, will be strengthened as 
their boards of directors become bet-
ter educated and more engaged in the 
important work that they are called to 
do. Working as a team, staff and board 
members can be a powerful force.”

For a Short Time, You Can Make the 
Gift of a Lifetime
Qualified charitable IRA transfers to your Community 
Foundation are tax-free—through December 31.

In 2006, four donors made gifts 
(totaling $121,000) to The Community 
Foundation under this program, creating 
permanent financial support for eight 
local charities they care about. 

“We’re ready to help our donors take 
advantage of this legislation and make 
gifts that will have a real impact through 
our personalized service and local exper-
tise,” said Peggy O’Shea, Community 
Foundation president and CEO.

For more information on this oppor-
tunity, please contact Peggy O’Shea or 
Elayne Johnson at 735-8212.

Community Building:

The Foundation and Partners Launch 
a Board Leadership Seminar

The program will start this fall with 
the first of nine monthly sessions. Each 
monthly topic will provide board mem-
bers with additional skills and materials 
to bring back to their respective orga-
nizations. Sessions will be conducted 
by local and regional business leaders, 
nonprofit practitioners and staff from the 
three organizations.  

Local non-profit leaders will be 
contacted to nominate board members 
in the coming months and invitations to 
attend will be extended to participants 
by the three organizations later this year. 
In the meantime, for more information 
please contact The United Way of the 
Greater Utica Area at 315-733-4691



The following donors have honored special people in their lives 
through a gift of tribute. The contributions were received between 
October 1 and December 31, 2006. The donor is listed below the 
honoree.

Gifts of Tribute 

Margaretta M. Brace
    Florence K. Millar
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Clifford
     Joan L. Armstrong
Dawna Cobb
     Joseph & Madeline Hobika
Janice Hughes Corbin
     Susan Hughes Bowen
Gloria T. Dybas
     Wayne S. Blank
Christopher Emerson, PA
     Audrey A. Vault
Salvatore & Lucy Famolaro
     Dorothy Buley
     Salvatore & Marcia Famolaro
     Michael P. Fenton
     Michael & Benedetta Fenton
     Russell & Jo Grogan
Cara C. Fenstemacher
     Laraine Dell
Robert Fleischer, MD
     Audrey A. Vault
Charles Gaetano
     Theodore & Melva Max
Gary Grates
     Earle C. Reed
Jerry Green
     Earle C. Reed
Michele Haldeman
     Mark & Elaine Woroby
Susan Hamilton
     Janet Butler
Richard L. Hanna
     John & Amanda May
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Hanrahan
    Marie A. Raymonda
William R. Hughes
     Susan Hughes Bowen
Sylvia Hymes
     Arlene Stein
Miss W. Jones
     Stuart K. Witt
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lang
     Joan L. Armstrong
Beatrice H. Lazovik
     Zachary A. Lazovik
Alan & Connie Leist
     Bradley M. Kowalczyk
Ann D. Lowery 
     Ann P. Allen
     Aileen T. Townsend
     Women’s Fund of Herkimer & 
       Oneida Counties Board

Esther Petersen Adams
     Donald L. Adams
Elise Alexander
     Jacqueline F. Rockwood
Charles K. Amacher
     Verna F. Nelson
Ruth A. Austin
     Edward & Barbara Paparella
Donald Bishop, Sr. 
     Susan Bishop
James Blackshear
     David L. Mathis
Helen M. Blim
     Carl A. Blim
William L. & Gladys K. Boyle
    Dr. William L. Boyle, Jr.
     Mary Ann Seitz
Elaine Bray
     United Way of the Greater Utica 
        Area, Inc.
Catherine Milet Buckley
     Margaret Buckley
Frank Bull
     Christopher Cline
Mr. & Mrs. Carl J. Camelo, Sr.
     Carl J. Camelo, Jr.
Leonard J. Capuana
     Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas J. Capuana
Roderick Clarke
     Angela B. O’Donnell
Arthur Cobb
     David & Janet Ehart
A. Richard Cohen
     Linda Cohen
     Sarah Cohen
Bernadette Murphy Cotter
     Julia A. Caholan
Barrett Williams Couper
     Anonymous
Helen Ney Best Crouse
     Virginia B. Clarendon
Dorothy F. Dale
     John E. Dale
Walter F. Davis
     Ann L. Davis
Deceased Classmates of UFA
     Barbara M. Paparella
Christopher Harding Donalty
     Edward & Nancy Barry
     John L. Curry, Jr.
     Jack & Alyce Demma
     Charles & Patricia Dolan
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Ann Lowery & Chub Bailly
     Rhondda L. Grant
     The Springate Fund
Lowery Family Members
     Virginia H. Lowery
Virginia H. Lowery
     Edward H. Frost
William Macartney
     Georgiana Roberts Ide
Carol Mandour
     Utica Urologic Associates, P.C.
W. Anthony Mandour, MD
     Audrey A. Vault
Florence K. Millar
     Margaretta M. Brace
Mary Louise Millar
     Maxwell Brace III
     Florence K. Millar
Gianna Lynn Montesano
     Robert & Lynn Montesano 
Brian O’Shea
     Justin & Laura O’Shea & Family
Peggy A. O’Shea
     Dennis & Georgia Lazovik
     Justin & Laura O’Shea & Family
Barbara Peres
     Allen & Ellen Samuels
Earle C. Reed
     Mark, Monique & Jake Dembrow
     Staff at Butler Hall
F. Eugene & Loretta Romano
     Friends
John Rubin, MD
     Albert S. Mazloom
     Kimberley M. Rubin
Wesley Smith
      Michael D. Damsky
Eileen Spellman
     Earle C. Reed
Suki, Hope, Virginia and Judy
     Rooney Poole
Mr. & Mrs. J. Tally
     Joan L. Armstrong
UFA Class of 1955
     Marian Savlov Pachman
UFA Class of 1940 Teachers
     Adolph F. Dymon
Young Scholars 
     Michael D. Damsky
Carol Zygo
     Earle C. Reed

     Frank & Mary Lynn Donalty
     David & O’Deanne Hartnett
     Eric Miller
     Richard & Paula Sobolewski
     Deborah Peacock & Nate Korn
     The Wallen Family
Senator James H. Donovan
     Jerome & Donna Donovan
     Gannett Foundation, Inc.
Catherine Dreimiller
     William & Anne Gale
     Elayne H. Johnson
     William & Bonnie Waldron
Fannie (Madge) Eddington
     Jacqueline F. Rockwood
Samuel Edelstein
     Burton S. Cooper, MD
William H. Eichstadt
     Donald A. Taylor
Edward H. Eisengrein
     Elizabeth Eisengrein Meehan
Ronald Fancett, Sr.
     Christopher Kelly
Edward Felt
     Mark S. Rich
Ben David Floyd 
     David & Janet Mahoney
Peter D. Fraser
     Thomas & Sarah Fraser Almeida
     L. Patrick & Patricia Hanemann
Lawrence T. Gilroy Jr.
     Frances K. Gilroy
Patricia Schwertfeger Hawley
     Harry K. Hawley
Katherine B. Hinman
     Sarah L. Hinman
Robert L. Hoffman
     Marilyn Borg
Robert D. Hubbard, MD
     Eileen G. Hubbard
Gilbert D. Hurd
     Margaret E. Davies
     William F. Locke
      John & Jean Sisley
Beverly Mahoney Jetty
     David & Janet Mahoney
Barbara B. Johnston
     Anne M. Wright
Frank Karpel
     Joseph & Madeline Hobika
Andrew Kates
     Linda Bennett
     Jay & Sue Kasofsky
     Barbara S. Kates
     John & Barbara Queiroll
     Donna White
Kenneth Kazanjian
     Miriam A. Kazanjian
Nellie J. Kazanjian
     Miriam A. Kazanjian
Warnick J. Kernan
    James S. Kernan
     Mr. & Mrs. Leslie W. Kernan
     Mary Angela Kernan

Beatrice Kleek
     Violet F. Hapanowicz
Eleanor Sumberg Kowalsky
     Alfred D. Sumberg
Marcella C. Lally
     Betty Ogden Knapp
Eleanor J. Landsman
     Enid H. Savett
Watson Lowery
     Edward H. Frost
     Virginia H. Lowery
     Edward D. Simsarian
     The Springate Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Leo D. Mahoney
     David & Janet Mahoney
Joanne G. Malick
     William Malick
Peg Mark
     Marie C. Mark
Howard A. Marsh, Jr. & 
Bradley E. Marsh
     Joan A. Dewar
     Elayne H. Johnson
     Susan A. Korosec
     Denise & Carmen Salvatore
F.X. Matt II
     Harold C. Heintz, MD
     David & Elizabeth Lemire
     Alfred & Carol Matt
     Francis X. & Pamela Matt
     Grant E. Johnson
     William & Natalie Matt
     Paul O. Stillman
Jere J. McEvilly
     David & Janet Mahoney
Dr. & Mrs. Jere J. McEvilly
     David & Janet Mahoney
Mr. & Mrs. William J. McEvilly
     David L. Mahoney
Henry W. Millar
     Margaretta M. Brace
     Florence K. Millar
John McG. Millar
     Margaretta M. Brace
     Florence K. Millar
richard W. Mitchell II
     Dorothy Buley
     Joseph & Rose Colicci
     Salvatore & Marcia Famolaro
     Michael P. Fenton
     Michael & Benedetta Fenton
     Russell & Jo Grogan
Archie Moot
     Carol Moot
Henry D. Morehouse
     Nancy B. Morehouse
Edward J. Murphy
     Leonard T. Wynne
Richard Mustard
     Donald L. Herpy
Betty Tanner Nelson
     Violet F. Hapanowicz
Shirley Pollicove Nozik
      Myron H. Nozik, MD
Francis & Sydney Oborman
     Neil D. Schor



Spring 2007 • 3

Elaine Eisengrein O’Brien
     Elizabeth Eisengrein Meehan
James C. O’Shea
     Brendan & Bonnie O’Shea
     Brian & Peggy O’Shea
William F. & Joan B. O’Shea
     Paul Essene
     Dolores D. Goodrich
     Brian & Peggy O’Shea
Anthony and Mary Paparella
      Edward & Barbara Paparella
      Kenneth & Kimberly Paparella
Carol Jones Curtis Polk
      Helen Paratore
Gladys Porter
     Marie A. Raymonda
Edward “Chick” Pritchard
     Arman Farmanian
James E. Raymonda
     United Way/Marie Raymonda
Robert & Grace Reed
     Robert & Ruth Ann Fitzsimmons
     Earle C. Reed
Ted Reusswig
     Cynthia Reusswig Bollenbacher
     Judith Reusswig
Jeanne Louise Ulrich Romano
     Roger & Colleen Ribble
     F. Eugene Romano
Molly Root
     Carolyn Root
Anthony and Margaret Sansone
     Donald A. Sansone
Murray C. Schor
     Neil D. Schor
John Stysh
     Marianne Stysh Ventress
R. Eleanor Taylor
     Carolyn Root
Celia F. Teller
     Helene Combopiano
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A Reminder…
You can make a gift of tribute or charitable donation to The 
Community Foundation using your American Express, MasterCard 
or Visa credit card. These gifts can be made by mail or telephone. 
Account numbers are never entered into our computers. Security 
and confidentiality are high priorities.

John E. Tritten
     Pamela E. Tritten
John G. and Susie K. Tritten
     Pamela E. Tritten
Patricia S. Tritten
     Pamela E. Tritten
The Trotta Family
     Marilyn A. Skermont
UFA Class of 1946 - Deceased 
members
     Richard A. Card
UFA Classes of 1946 & 1947 
     Robert D. Hughes
UFA Faculty
     Gloria T. Dybas
Thomas VanDerhoof
     Joseph & Madeline Hobika
Anthony H. Warburton
     Mary B. Kent
Ernest W. Weeks
     Teachers at Wheeler School
Charles Weitzman
     Ruth K. Weitzman
Judith Wenner’s Grandson
     Cara C. Fenstemacher
Earl Widtman
     Susanne Widtman Max
Arthur Wildes
     Anthony J. Scalzo
Richard P. Williams
     Michael E. Evans
Malcolm Winne
     Cynthia Reusswig Bollenbacher
Lily Yarborough
     Ruth Flanders
Wadih & Juliette Zogby
     Miriam Z. Balutis
     Sadieann Z. Spear
     Randall & Bonnie Tuttle
Wadih Zogby
     Karam’s Middle East Bakery/
     Segean & Mary Ann Karam

Blue Mountain Lake Fund 
Fundraising Update
When Joe & Rita Coney and Rooney & Dick Poole created the Blue Mountain 
Lake Fund in September of last year, they were adamant about approaching 
Adirondack neighbors and friends to quickly build this fund to a significant 
size, so it might have a stronger impact on the area it serves. 

In a few short months – they have been most successful. The Foundation 
extends sincere congratulations to these two special couples for their vision 
and determination. To date, the Coneys, Pooles and the “Founders” (14 other 
donor families who made sizeable gifts to the fund in 2006) have grown the 
fund to nearly $100,000. We salute their commitment to the mission of this 
very special fund – protecting the waters and shores of the Eckford Chain of 
Lakes in perpetuity.

Opportunity to DOUBLE 
Your GIFT Today!
For those who care about North Country Public Radio (NCPR) and the Ad-
irondacks, a generous couple created a challenge fund to inspire others to 
support an endowment for the Adirondack News Service. An endowed news 
bureau means continuity of a crucial high-quality service for, and about, the 
Adirondack community. With the creation of the Adirondack News Bureau in 
1999, NCPR has given communities in the Adirondacks a direct and impor-
tant voice on our airwaves. NCPR provides the only news and cultural cover-
age – print and electronic – serving the entire Adirondack North Country.  

Your commitment of $5,000 or more by June 30, 2007, to the North Country 
Public Radio Fund at The Foundation will be matched $1 for $1 by the 
challenge’s donors. If you can invest $5,000, it will mean $10,000 for NCPR’s 
Adirondack Service.  

For more information about this unique opportunity to stretch your support 
for North Country Public Radio, contact Peggy O’Shea or Elayne Johnson at 
315-735-8212. They can be reached via email at moshea@foundationhoc.org 
and ejohnson@foundationhoc.org.

  a  y
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Anthony C. Paolozzi
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Richard Zick

T R U S T E E S

In the last two months of 2006 The 
Foundation welcomed many new funds 
representing the wide range of chari-
table interests of our caring donors. On 
behalf of the whole community, we are 
most grateful for their trust and confi-
dence in our perpetual stewardship.  

Francis J. Jenny Fund: a field-of-interest 
fund created from a bequest to The 
Foundation with a special, health-related 
purpose — that it be used to support 
nonprofits dealing with the care of 
patients suffering from arthritis, cancer, 
Alzheimer’s and AIDS. 

Root Farm Fund: an agency fund 
created through the Root Farm Founda-
tion to establish a permanent stream of 
income for the unique equine therapy 
programs and general support of this 
organization.  

Alan & Connie Leist Family Fund: a 
donor-advised fund created by the Leist 
children to honor their parents and cre-
ate a charitable vehicle through which 
their family could continue to impact 
the community. 

Rev. P.A. & Norma Brindisi/Westmin-
ster Church Fund: a designated fund 
created by a former trustee and his wife 
who wanted to provide lasting sup-
port for their church and its programs 
through a permanent endowment fund.   

Ronald & Sheila Cuccaro Family 
Fund: a donor-advised fund created by 
a community-minded couple to provide 
support for a variety of causes they care 
deeply about and to enable them to 
work together as a family to help others.  

Dr. Abraham L. & Ruth Shaheen 
Family Fund: a designated fund 
created by a caring doctor and his 
wife who want to “give back” to the 
community and support causes they 
are passionate about. The fund will 
forever benefit Health Friends, Hope 
House, Abraham House, New Horizons, 
Resource Center for Independent Living 
and the Greater Utica Community Food 
Resource Center.

Doug & Donna Lynch Fund: a donor-
advised fund established to support the 
general charitable and philanthropic 
interests of a thoughtful couple 
interested in several area charities and 
critical issues within the community.   

John J. & Janice S. Livingston Fund: 
a donor-advised fund created by a board 
trustee and his wife through which they 
will focus their charitable giving and 
address community issues that foster 
growth and enrichment of the area. 

Earle C. Reed Fund: a donor-advised 
fund created by a dynamic community 
leader and former trustee through which 
he will recommend grants to support his 
philanthropy and his concerns for the 
community to which he is so actively 
devoted.  

Edward Peter Sidelko Scholarship 
Fund: a special scholarship created by 
a retired art teacher through a trust and 
funded upon his death. Per his wishes, 
the endowment fund will provide a 
yearly scholarship for an art student for 
10 years, then it converts to a fund to 
feed the hungry through food pantries 
in Herkimer and Oneida counties.     

Richard W. Couper Memorial Fund: 
an unrestricted endowment, created 
through the estate of a generous 
benefactor and recipient of the first 
Rosamond Childs Award for Community 
Philanthropy (posthumously in 2006). 
Grants from the fund shall be made by 
The Foundation to meet the emergent 
needs of the community, today and in 
the future. The Foundation named the 
fund in his honor, so his legacy of giving 
to others continues forever.      

Funds Recently Established

You will note that our newsletter is somewhat abbreviated due to the fact 
that, in May of this year, The Foundation will be publishing our 55th anniver-
sary book. Also, in July, our annual report will be distributed. The newslet-
ter will return to its original format in the fall.  


